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DVD Prototype in the Home Stretch!





The Direct Vendor Delivery (DVD) prototype is currently undergoing confidence testing 


� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���by LM.  Four out of five test cases have been completed successfully. The fifth test case should be completed in March.  Pending test results, the plan is to stand-up the prototype for 60 days with a limited number of users able to access this system. Results of confidence testing and prototype performance will determine direction and timing of production effort.  USTC/J4 and GTNPMO are working closely with LM on prototype efforts.





JECPO Update...





Efforts continue on the Joint Electronic Commerce Project Office (JECPO) carrier activation/migration project. During February, 10 carriers who were providing In-Transit Visibility (ITV) to GTN through the Bridge Point Value Added Network (VAN) were transitioned to the JECPO DOD Electronic Business Exchange (DEBX).  At the end of February, 15 of the planned 32 carriers are providing data through the DEBX VAN. Currently, United Parcel Service (UPS) (a “new” carrier to GTN) is the only carrier that is of concern.  This carrier is not providing enough data to allow ITV.  USTC/J4 and GTNPMO are working these issues. Overall, the transition and activation effort remains on schedule.








GTN’s Roles in RSOI 00 and TURBO CHALLENGE 00


ITV and C2 information at your fingertips





	GTN’s role as an in-transit visibility (ITV) tool is demonstrated everyday through numerous queries by a variety of users.  We hear about the many ways people are employing creative techniques and using GTN to answer key Command & Control questions.  More and more, we are hearing how GTN is used to provide expanded capability to the Joint community during Joint Chiefs of Staff directed and controlled exercises.


	We were recently involved in the USCINCPAC Final Planning Conference for Reception, Staging, Onward-Movement, and Integration (RSOI 00) and TURBO CHALLENGE 00 (TCH00).  GTN’s role during these upcoming JCS exercises is consistent with the capability it provides everyday to users around the world.  We will be providing participants around the world with ULN, CIN, PIN, & TCN ITV information.  The exercise goals for RSOI 00 and TURBO CHALLENGE 00 are for GTN to provide Level Two ULN, CIN, & PIN ITV and Level Four TCN ITV


	GTN is capable of providing up to Level Six Intransit Visibility (ITV) for passengers and cargo. The JOPES definition of this is "detail expressed as a number of passengers by Service specialty code (i.e., USAF AFSC and USA MOS) by ULN and PIN; and individual dimensional data (expressed in length, width, and height in number of inches) of cargo by equipment type (as defined by individual national stock number) by ULN.  For these exercises, specific missions and ships will have information associated with them for ITV tracking.  GTN will be the source system for locating and providing ITV and it is up to the task.














Commercial Carriers �Now Visible in GTN


HINT: You need carrier codes to query GTN by specific commercial carrier.  Codes are shown in parenthesis.


Air


Burlington Air Express (BNAF)


Emery Worldwide (EWCF)


Federal Express (FDE)


Surf Air (SAII) 





Rail


CSX (CSXT)


Union Pacific (UP) 





Sea


American President Lines (APLU)


Lykes Lines Limited (LYKL)


Sealand (SEAU)


Van Ommeren (VOSH)


Matson (MATS)








Motor


ABF Freight Systems (ABFS)


American Road Lines (AIPA)


Bagget Transportation (BAGT)


Diablo Transportation, Inc (DIAB)


J.B.Hunt (HJBT)


Landstar Ranger, Inc (LRGR)


Mercer ((MCET)


Old Dominion Freight (ODFL)


Overnight Transportation (OVNT)


Roadway Express (RDWY)


Tri-State Motor Co. (TSMT)


Trism Specialized, Inc (TRIM)


Yellow Freight System (YFSY)


Green Valley Transportation (GVTD)


Consolidated Freight (CFWY)


C.I. Whitten (WHTT)


Con-Way Western (CWWE)





COMING SOON:


DHL Worldwide Express (DHL)


United Parcel Service (UPSN)


Farrell (FRLL)


Crowley American Transport, Inc (CAMN)











FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS





This is a recurring column to help users understand common query outputs.  We will address questions received from users regarding those outputs:


Why can’t I easily find POVs, Household Goods and Hold Baggage?  You can for OCONUS shipments, if you know at least the first three characters of the TCN.  The capability to ask a question with a wildcard (?%_*) in the first three positions has been turned off because there were some users asking questions with wildcards in the first position, which would run for a long time and eventually have to be killed.  We are working on the problem and a fix is forthcoming.  Until that time you must put valid characters in the first three positions.  For personal property, the TCN starts with the service code, followed by the Julian date (yddd) of the property pick-up, and then the member’s SSAN.





Why do I get latitude/longitude when I do a query?  Several systems (DTTS and RFTAG) give positions of cargo by latitude and longitude instead of location.





When I query on a ship, why do I get the cargo that’s on the ship, although it’ already been off-loaded and forwarded to the consignee?  The ship query is designed to show what cargo is/was aboard a specific ship.  The transaction that changes the status of the cargo from onboard to offload does not change the status of the cargo attached to the ship.  If you want to view the “Last Known Status” of any of those TCNs, they would show off-loaded and on-hand at the POD.  Bottom Line: TCNs will reflect the latest data, the ship name query will reflect what was on the ship during its last voyage.





When I tried to drill on a mission number that was hypertext, it came back saying “GTN Server Message-no schedule found for mission XXX, why?  This condition and response occurs because of a mismatch between aircraft mission data coming from GDSS and personnel and/or cargo data coming from one of the feeder systems such as CAPS or CMOS.  GTN won’t reject the data; instead, it creates a pseudo-leg or dummy mission.  This is why you won’t get the schedule information.  Other clues to a pseudo-leg or dummy mission are missing JCS codes or no ETD and date.  Look for these clues if you hit on one of these missions and then look for the same mission with those fields filled in.  We are working with the owner/operators of the feeder systems to improve the accuracy/completeness of data entry.





�





THREE STRIKES AND YOU'RE OUT





Hopefully you haven't had the opportunity to experience a recent change to the GTN log on routine.  But just in case you have one of those "senior moments", like I have every now and then, this will serve as a little "heads up" on what will happen.  Can you tell baseball season has started?  Anyway, if you have forgotten either your user name or password and you try three times you will be automatically locked out of the system.  Not to worry though, you will receive an email message explaining what has taken place and how to get your access reestablished.  Basically you will have to call either the GTN Help Desk or the Functional Database Management office depending on the time of day in relation to Central Standard Time.





GTN UPDATE – PAGE  7





Query Taking a Long Time? 


I’d Like to Use One of My Lifelines...


	


The answer is…Query response times or sometimes a lack thereof are a function of many components, including the users, of GTN.   Remember, when you are putting your query together, there are some things you can do that will insure you get the response you want and in a timely manner.  GTN queries usually fall into two categories: simple or complex.  Depending on how you structure your question (query), GTN may be able to quickly find your answer or it may take more than a few minutes.  � EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���


	The two most important things you can do to ensure a successful execution of your query is to qualify your search by something and limit or eliminate the use of wildcards!  This means using the actual TCN, Item Name, Requisition Number etc.  Also, try to use a Mission Number, DODIC, Carrier, etc.  Then, try to narrow the search to a specific location such as ICAO, MILAIR or MILSEA, country and possibly a Phase such as Arriving, Departing or On-Hand.  Finally, attempt to narrow the date range. 


	A couple of other nice features to employ are SAVE and SCHEDULING.  While these may not directly influence a result you need right away, having a query run and the results waiting in your e-mail when you arrive at work or return from lunch is a very efficient way to manage your time.  It also takes advantage of off peak hours.  (See related articles: Query Tips & The LAN and GTN, in this issue).











GTN Activity Snapshot:  








Average Daily Transactions: 2.3 mil


Average Daily Queries: 1,325


Average Query Processing Time: 3.14 Minutes





International Radio Call Signs (IRCS)


For


Ship Radio Stations





The International Telecommunications Union (ITU) Radio Regulations and the International Maritime Organization (IMO) Convention on the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) are two predominant international treaties affecting maritime communications and other marine electronics.  For navigational safety and safety of life at sea, these International Treaties and Regulations define telecommunication requirements for governments and all ships on international voyages.





In the United States, as well as all other nations that register vessels to carry their flag, a unique identifier for the radio station aboard the vessel is required.  This unique identifier is the “Call Sign.”  It may also be referred to as the, “Radio Call Sign” or the International Radio Call Sign.”  It is a character string that can have a maximum length of 7 characters or a minimum length of 3 characters.  The character string can be a combination of letters and numbers (i.e., alphanumeric).  For example, a radio call sign may be WBX5803 or UTHZ.





GTN uses the Radio Call Sign because it is a unique identifier for a particular vessel.  A Radio Call Sign will help you determine the correct vessel because sometimes vessels may have the same name, but different Radio Call Signs.  Other times, the vessels may have similar names and you need to distinguish between them.  For example, the USNS Fisher, built in 1999, has a radio call sign of NHMX.  The Major Bernard F Fisher, built in 1985, has a radio call sign of KBGK.  The radio call sign is a unique identifier that will help you distinguish between ships.





 





IRCS For Ship Radio Stations (Cont.)





In the United States, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is the Accounting Authority for issuing Ship Radio Station Licenses.  Each nation will have an agency or organization that serves as the International Telecommunications Union (ITU) Accounting Authority.  When a ship radio station license is issued the Radio Call Sign is assigned.  In accordance with international treaty and U.S. laws, ships that are larger than 300 gross tons and engaged in international trade are considered “compulsory”.  This means they are required to have a radio station license, and therefore, they must have a radio call sign.





Radio Call Signs issued in accordance with international treaty and domestic laws are not to be confused with "tactical call signs”.  Military task force commanders assign tactical call signs and they will change on a frequent basis, sometimes as much as once per hour.


However, these tactical call signs are not the same thing as a Radio Call Sign issued by an ITU Accounting Authority.





GTN only uses the Radio Call Sign issued by a National Accounting Authority, as recognized by the International Telecommunications Union.  Call Signs issued by these authorities are issued for long periods of time.  In the U.S., Ship Station Licenses are issued for a term of ten years and may not be transferred to another ship or person.  If the ship is sold, the Ship Station License must be surrendered to the Federal Communications Commission.





If you are searching for a ship’s International Radio Call Sign (Radio Call Sign), you may use GTN’s Reference Table Query or the Lookup Function found on the Cargo or Schedule Query Network.  If you are still unsure you may find the following web sites useful:





� HYPERLINK http://psix.uscg.mil ��http://psix.uscg.mil�


� HYPERLINK http://www.itu.int/cgi-bin/htsh/mars/ship_search.sh ��http://www.itu.int/cgi-bin/htsh/mars/ship_search.sh�


� HYPERLINK http://www.fcc.gov/wtb/uls/ ��http://www.fcc.gov/wtb/uls/�











GTN Outreach Update





The training in Germany went extremely well.  With the help of MSgt. Lee Roberts, over 100 personnel from around EUCOM were trained in one of the nicest computer labs we have seen.  In fact, this first time effort was so well received that we have scheduled a return visit for the week of 24 through 28 July.  





The Outreach team also provided on location training for SETAF at Vincenza, Italy; with most of the personnel being members of Mobility Control Teams.





In addition the team supported several exercises with on location assistance.  One of the team was in Japan supporting exercise KEEN EDGE at USFJ headquarters on Yokota Air Base and another lucky soul supported the final planning conference for exercise TURBO CHALLENGE 00 / RSOI in Honolulu, Hawaii.





Remember, we are here to help you maximize the capabilities of the GTN to improve your situational awareness and make your job faster and easier.  If you need our services, just call DSN576-8036 or � HYPERLINK mailto:eric.okerstrom@hq.transcom.mil ��mailto:eric.okerstrom@hq.transcom.mil� 
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GTN INFORMATION





GTN Web Site:





www.gtn.transcom.mil





GTN PMO Site:





wwwgtn.safb.af.mil





GTN URP Site:





wwwgtn.safb.af.mil/userpanel





GTN Training Site:





https://wwwgtn.scott.af.mil/gtntraining





PHONE NUMBERS





Functional Requirements:  DSN 576-8036





GTN User Account Requests:  DSN 576-8015





-





*





GTN Help Desk:  1-800-GTN-7001





DSN 5766836; comm (618) 256-6836





email:





helpdesk@tiberius.transcom.mil





 (unclass)





           gtnhelp@transcom.smil.mil (classified)





*





Contact the HELP Desk to report problems, ask questions,





 recommend changes, or suggest enhancements.
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