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NAVTRANS Tells it Like it is…  

by Carolyn J. Graves
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Since October 1999, NAVTRANS has utilized GTN to provide over 50 deployed ships 19,413 reports on the status of requisitions and shipments via their SALTS or email addresses.  NAVTRANS has received some communiqués from the deployed ships regarding the reports.  Here are samples of a few:

…. Thank you for all the vigilant e-mail postings that provided GTN movement status throughout the JCS’ deployment.  The information was invaluable.  Now that we have returned to San Diego, my folks have used the information to query shippers about why they are not following our CRIM change made a few months ago…USS Stennis

…Each morning you send cargo, golf series, and whiskey cargo movement information to USS Saipan.  Appreciate your doing so.  Again, thanks for providing us this timely information…USS Saipan sends.

NAVTRANS believes that GTN is the system of choice to provide the DOD with in-transit visibility of cargo as it moves through the Defense Transportation System (DTS) via government or commercial means.  NAVTRANS will continue to work with the Global Transportation Network (GTN) section at U.S. TRANSCOM to ensure deployed Navy Battle Groups and Amphibious Readiness Groups as well as OCONUS vessels receive in-transit visibility of air and surface material movement.
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School Days 

Good News for ITV Around the World…

We are working toward having GTN training offered in the service schools.  Currently,  USTRANSCOM-J4 is responsible for the training; however, we do not have the resources to reach everyone.  Our plan is to transfer this training to the Joint Deployment Training Center (JDTC) at Ft Eustis, VA, by the end of FY01.  They will work with you, our current GTN customers, and our Outreach trainers to develop a course for all service schools.  
The Naval Supply Corps School (NSCS) in Athens, GA, volunteered to be our prototype school.   (Continued on page 3).
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    GTN Exercise Support (GES)
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A major requirement for GTN is to provide a capability to simultaneously support multiple exercises (including command post and field training exercises) with real time, historical, and/or fictitious information.  In order to meet this requirement, we have started to develop  the GTN Exercise Support (GES) system. 
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GTN Exercise Support (GES) will provide a distinct GTN capability, separate from the GTN operational system, to provide more robust support for DoD Command Post Exercises (CPXs). GES will provide users the same GTN applications and functional capabilities as the operational system. 

Projected delivery of GES in early 2001 will include database capabilities that will enable updates of classified or unclassified operational data, exercise data or both. 

The initial GES capabilities provided will include  support of a single CPX at a time, but we intend to provide additional capabilities, such as the ability to support multiple exercises simultaneously.

The GES exercise database will have the ability to be updated.  These updates may come from the operational database, for currency, or GES may “freeze” the exercise GTN at an initial  timeframe. It will also be able to adjust particular data from feeds with appropriate CPX times. 

It will be able to accept / process CPX data feeds from feeder systems, both unclassified and classified. GES shall initially accept and populate the database with data from CMOS, GATES, GCCS, GDSS, WPS, and IC3. GES will include controller interactions that enable load, purge, fast forward, rewind and re-play.

We are confident many of you will have the opportunity to try out GES in the future.  Your comments will help us make future enhancements, so be ready to try it out.

POC is USTC J4-LPG, DSN 779-1036.
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Maintenance Release 5.5 Debuts

By the time you are reading this article, we hope you will be experiencing some of new capability associated with  Mx release 5.5.

The new capability can be found in the Schedules Network and the Ocean Mode.  You will notice a new “picklist” selection entitled: MSC Ship Schedules.
(See related article page 3 – Ocean Queries Made Easier)



Ocean Queries Just Got Easier

Ship Name search capability and  more…

In our on-going effort to improve the ocean portions of the GTN queries,  one of the upcoming software releases will include a new query selection called “MSC Ship Schedules”.

You will soon notice a new picklist selection on the Schedules Network.  When you select ocean mode on the schedules query screen, you will see a selection under the LOOK FOR picklist: MSC ship schedules.   Selecting this and entering a ship name to the right, will return a schedule of that ship covering the date range you selected.  The format should be familiar to those who currently access the IC3 (HELM) system.  

The ship name search has been improved to return all ship names in the GTN database matching the string that you entered.  For example, if you enter “ANT”, the query would return all ship names containing the letters, “ant”.  Not only those ship names beginning with “ant” but also those with “ant” in any portion of the ship name.  From that list, you would then select the specific ship schedule to view or you will have the option to view all of the ship schedules.

Remember to…

November 7th !!!



School Days (Cont. from page 1.)

We will use the lessons learned from the NSCS to develop a standard GTN course before we offer it to other service schools.  Over 2500 students attend a variety of supply courses at the NSCS each year.  Input from these students will provide the JDTC with great feedback to fine-tune its course.

Currently, users in the field receive GTN training in a variety of ways – some in a formal classroom environment that our office sponsors, some with the online DLT (also known as the “Schoolhouse”), others with OJT.  Service school training is the best possible way to get GTN out to future users and we are excited about making it happen.

We are working with CAPT Dossel and his staff at the JDTC to accomplish the transition.  His staff has the expertise to develop and present curriculum as well as experience, energy, and enthusiasm for getting the job done.  It is a treat to work with them.

In order for the JDTC to be sure that service schools have the material to provide quality training, they need feedback from you, our current GTN users. The following URL: http://www.jdtc.transcom.mil/JTO/gtn-survey.htm  will take you to a survey.  Please take a few minutes to complete it.  

We want to be sure that all GTN users training needs are met and your participation in this survey will make that possible.



C2 Report Capability

3rd Joint Application Development  (JAD) Meeting Held for C2Networks

Members of the Joint Community converged on the Lockheed Martin Mission Systems (LM-MS) facility in Manassas Virginia recently for the 3rd and final JAD for GTN C2Networks Phase 1 development. The completion of phase one will give LM-MS engineers the baseline they need to come back to us with a design proposal for production of these applications.  The goal of the meeting was to solicit user input and requirements for the GTN Scheduling and Movement (S&M) application and the GTN Query Tool (GQT).  Participants reviewed conceptual designs for the GTN S&M and GQT applications.  Additionally, the users were given introductory briefs for the GTN C2Reports application and the Planned vs. Actual (PvA) prototype.

Over 40 different screen faces supporting a variety of new GTN functionality were reviewed in detail.  As each screen was discussed, suggestions from the user representatives and the LM-MS engineering staff were analyzed for technical feasibility and utility.  

The overall consensus of the JAD participants was that this program was on track in the development of the GTN S&M application and GQT capabilities.  The big reason was the users themselves who have been instrumental in the development of these applications.  Remember that we want to hear from you. Any GTN user can provide feedback to us anytime through the GTN web site or the help desk.  We value your input as we continue to drive toward a better GTN.


OUTREACH FAREWELL!!!

We want to take this opportunity to bid a fond farewell to Mr. Russ Wilson.  Russ accepted a position with A.G. Edwards in St Louis.  We wish him well and thank him for his dedicated service to GTN.  Good Luck & God Speed.



GTN Outreach Team

Stopping Soon at a Location Near You..

November

2 - 5 -  Airlift/Tanker Assn., Anaheim, CA

4 - 5 -  3d TMCA, Anniston, AL

7 - 8 -  Naval Supply Corps, Athens, GA

12-16 -EUCOM/MTMC Trng Wkshp,  Sonthofen, Germany 

29-30 -CENTCOM J4/7, MacDill, FL 

December

1 – 2 -  336th TRNS Grp Mentorship Conf, Chicago, IL

4 – 8 -  NAVTRANS, West Coast locations

* If Outreach is coming to a location near you and you would like to inquire about a possible visit to your site too, please contact us through any of the numbers listed on page 2. 

   

REQUEST…REQUEST…REQUEST…

FEEDBACK…FEEDBACK…FEEDBACK…

Your Outreach Team wants to hear how you use GTN and what you think about the product.  During our travels, we hear people mention that they really like GTN and it makes their jobs easier.  

We ask that you to take a minute and provide us that kind of feedback in an e-mail, so we can include it in this forum as well as tell  our bosses.  Everyone needs feedback and yes, you can include negative comments if you have them.
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** We welcome comments/feedback and submissions for future articles.  Your experiences may help others, so let us hear from you…   
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You Can Reach Us At...


GTN Web Site:


� HYPERLINK "https://www.gtn.transcom.mil" ��https://www.gtn.transcom.mil�


GTN PMO Site: � HYPERLINK "https://wwwgtnpmo.transcom.mil" ��https://wwwgtnpmo.transcom.mil�


GTN URP Site:  (Link under construction) � HYPERLINK "https://wwwgtnpmo.transcom.mil/Userpanel" ��https://wwwgtnpmo.transcom.mil/Userpanel�


GTN Training Site: � HYPERLINK "https://wwwgtnpmo.transcom.mil/gtntraining" ��https://wwwgtnpmo.transcom.mil/gtntraining�





Phone Numbers





Functional Requirements: DSN 779-1036


GTN User Accounts: DSN 779-1015


GTN Help Desk: 1-877-906-0246 or


                             DSN 576-6836 or


                           Comm (618) 256-6836


Email: helpdesk@gtn.scott.af.mil (unclass)


           Gtnhelp@transcom.smil.mil (Classified)
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GTN…Making InTransit Visibility a Reality for YOU!!!
GTN…Making InTransit Visibility a Reality for YOU!!!
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