[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]


GTN UPDATE – May-July 2001
[image: image3.png]


[image: image4.png]Li etscape.
Fle Edt View Go Commuricalor Help

¢« » A 4 =
Back Reoad Home  Seach |NdGotyou poonsl o poge]

2

Shep

<" Booknas A Netste [ g enscon mipuble ekl et
5 VelowPoges (5] Dowioad (8] Colender (4 Cramels 5 ReaPloyer

A Home:

v Gilobal
>
M Network
>
PrimaryPOC: M. Georgia Morgan
DaN: 75-1036
Commesciat: (613 225-103
& 0= (5o 0 yourpersonal st page

g Start| 2jinbox - Microsoft Outook | 7 Microsoft Ward - Dacument3 [ Links - Netscape L

4 Preferences | @ Schoolhouse
—
Transportation e

Welcome to the USTRANSCOM

=] @ whats eaed

=

Alternate POC:  Maj Bob Sadowski
DSN: 779-1036
Commetcial: (618) 220-1036

Jih AP [ N2
MBYD saurM




[image: image5.jpg]




[image: image6.png]Query - Netscape

Fle Edit View Go Communicator Help
< ¥ A 4 S 8 8 #
Bock  Foid Rebed  Home  Seach Nelowe P Seauiy  Shop S
7| b Bookmais A NeikeP s g arscom mipivate/auenidex nt

FOBM -Main [ L cRes Page (8 USTRANSCOM ENTE. [ AskJeeves -As

=] @ whats eaed

TheOfiaSi 15 5t LousBlues 8] TheNetira e (3] Fecpe [ Yolow Pages (5 Cromel.

o ame |[ZGHRT] % prtersnces | @ sonoctmouse | #eip |
Schedules
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY (FOUO)

HomE & Ajr € Ocean

P [T Y — ook |
B = a—— W T r—
staTUs [Comt Ko Statas, Dot Corsvarmed ]

L0cATION [ Chamna

G ma O nduive
P S TS | Y| P | T
E N KRS | | P |

OUTUT @ List € Sunmasize By Location ¢ Summasize AUl Locations

Submi

save Load

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY (FOUO)

[GTN e 9 @0 @ 2|



[image: image7.jpg]


[image: image8.jpg]



POSITIVE FORCE Tests GTN

GTN Shines in JCS Exercise…

T

he recent JCS Exercise POSITIVE FORCE provided all of us an opportunity to test GTN’s Exercise Support module.  The initial feedback is thumbs up!

In the last GTN Update, we highlighted the features of the GES, as it is affectionately known.  That was a prelude to actually using GES in a JCS exercise.  Throughout the planning phase of POSITIVE FORCE the feedback we received on GES was encouraging.  We had every reason to believe and expect no less during the actual exercise.  

Here’s what was involved: 

-- Statistics:  

· 1815 Air Missions

· 170 Ship Schedules

· 237 Active User Accounts

· 100 Users Logged On

When ENDEX finally arrived, we had a pretty clear picture of where GES is headed.  The future for JCS exercises in GTN will be much different.  At this time, GES is the only source of information for CPX data from the Global Decision Support System (GDSS) to




Joint Operational Planning and Execution System (JOPES).  Additionally, it is clear that having CPX data separate from the operational data in GTN is why GES was developed and why we will continue to use GES for CPXs and JCS exercises. 

The next opportunity for GES will be during the upcoming ULCHI FOCUS Exercise in August.  If you think you may be participating in this exercise and you didn’t have an opportunity to use GES in POSITIVE FORCE, there are some things you can do to prepare yourself. 

If you currently have a GTN Classified account...you simply need to notify the GTN Functional Database Management (FDBM) Office at DSN 779-1015 or COMM 618-229-1015 that you are a participant in the exercise, and your account will be enabled on the GES system.  If you do not have a Classified GTN account...using a SIPRNET PC, log on to our classified web site (http://www.gtn.transcom.smil.mil). Click on the word Account (left hand side of the page), and follow the instructions for getting a GTN account. Be sure to include, in the justification paragraph, that you will be participating in the ULCHI FOCUS exercise.  Note: when filling out your request, please be sure to hand write your clearance and the date it was issued on the application...even though you entered it in the on-line application form, it doesn't print out.  Once you have


POSITIVE FORCE Cont…

your account enabled on the GES database and we have made the database accessible (approx. 1 week prior to Start-Ex) the URL for GES is http://www-sges1.gtn.transcom.smil.mil.  Please remember that GES is classified only.  If you have further questions concerning GES and it's use during the upcoming CPX please feel free to contact the FDBM's at the numbers above.


GTN Information Page Updates

We’re currently updating the GTN Information page.  This is being done to consolidate the many web pages that contained information on GTN.  Many of these had not seen an update in some time.   Our objective is consolidation into two sites, the GTN Operational Home Page, and the GTN Information Page.  This should improve information flow and accuracy to you, reduce the number of hours required to update multiple sites, and allow for rapid changes that don’t require changes to software code.

The first part of this effort has been to move the GTN Users Guide and Training Primer from under the "Schoolhouse" umbrella to under the “Training” tab on the left-hand side of the Information page  (Figure 1).   Users will no longer have to log in to access this information.  While tabs still exist on the Schoolhouse menu for the User’s Guide and Training Primer, clicking on these will


 

send you to the Information page.  Once you're on the Information page, you can click on "Training" and select the appropriate drop-down menu pick.  Until we're able to change the URL pointers in the Schoolhouse segment to point directly to the Users Guide and Primer, please bear with this slight inconvenience.  We expect to address this in our next maintenance release of the Operations website.


Web Browser Usage/Upgrade

Download Now! Avoid the Rush…

Our Information Security Engineer recently reviewed the type of web browsers being used to access classified GTN.  The review showed that 49% of these browsers are either Internet Explorer 5.5 or Netscape Navigator 4.5.   Why is this significant? The GTN Web Architecture is changing.  This effort is known as Web Architecture Migration  (WAM) and is designed to harness the latest in web technology.  A December 01 delivery is expected.  The associated Design Review will test against Netscape 4.7.6, Netscape 6.0.1, and Internet Explorer 5.5.  Those of you who are using an older version of Netscape after WAM is complete may experience difficulties. 

Many of you are probably thinking, test against Netscape 4.5.  This is an option we’ve decided against. Testing to an older browser standard goes against the intent of upgrading our web architecture. Additionally, GCCS 4.0 is targeted to be delivered in mid 02 will have Netscape 4.75/4.77 installed.  For your convenience, we’ve, made Netscape 4.7.6 available on the GTN Homepage for downloading.   Some of you may need your system administrator’s to complete your browser upgrade.


GTN Outreach Schedule & Feedback

Check out the Web Information Page too…


May



2 – 4 …AMOC, McGuire AFB, NJ



7-11 …USSOUTHCOM AIT Conf.




Ft Buchanan, Puerto Rico



June



14-15…CENTCOM, MacDill AFB, FL
18-21…Air Mobility Warfare Center, McGuire 

             AFB, NJ & New Cumberland Defense

             Depot, Susquehanna, PA

     26… ARCENT, Ft. MacPherson, GA

July

8-12… Ft Bragg & Seymour-Johnson AFB, NC


Shaw AFB & Charleston (MTMC), SC

August

1 – 2… Air Mobility Warfare Center


McGuire AFB, NJ

6-10… HQ 13 COSCOM, Ft. Hood, TX


The Outreach Team has been busy and we like it!  Being busy means GTN customers are using the system and trying to maximize their use of the system by having us visit.

We accomplished our first ever visit to a Coast Guard installation in May.  We visited some very hardworking “Coasties” at Air Station Borinquen, in Aguadilla, Puerto Rico.  Our team trained approximately 19 personnel from supply, maintenance, and the Exchange in two sessions.  We were able to demonstrate queries that located parts, exchange shipments, and household goods intransit.  

After finishing at the west end of the island, we returned in time to train the latest augmentees to USARSO from Ft. Eustis. 




SGT Lewis did some great advanced preparation.  The new personnel had their accounts and we were able to run queries locating inbound flights, demonstrate the SAVE, SCHEDULE, & E-MAIL features, and get out in time to meet the departing flight to CONUS.  Great trip!  Thanks to All…

We received some nice comments and good feedback on this trip.  A partial collection of those is as follows:

 “the orientation was very helpful and a great learning tool and will be a great asset in the daily work environment”

“This training may have solved 80% of my MILSTRIP and Shipping/Receiving Problems!”

“Since CGAS Borinquen is an overseas unit, we do not receive SURF order items that are high priority as fast as CONUS units. This training will help me greatly to track where items are.”

And finally,

“Slowness of the network caused training to be less effective.” 

Sometimes,  things happen that are beyond our control…

More Browser Information….

The PMO Says…

As a result of the WAM project (see article on page 2), the following browsers will be supported GTN after project completion in late 2001:  Netscape Navigator 4.76 128 with bit encryption, Netscape 6.0 with 128 bit encryption, and Internet Explorer 5.5 with 128 bit encryption.  In addition, the code will be HTML version 4 compliant.  Any browser that supports the HTML 4 standard and supports 128 bit encryption should be able to access GTN, but will not be supported by the GTN helpdesk.”




GTN Factoid…

DID YOU KNOW THIS ABOUT GTN?  “During the month of April 2001, GTN processed an average of 2,000,000-plus transactions per day from unclassified feeder systems - below the system capacity of 3,000,000 transactions per day.  At the same time GTN users ran an average of more than 2200 queries each day.  During the period from 3 Mar through 6 May, GTN processed transactions providing In-Transit Visibility of more than 4.3M shipments.  Moreover, during the January through April timeframe, GTN was available to the user for 99.82 percent of the time.



Release Name
Release Description
Release Date

JECPO Maintenance
This upgrade provides the necessary changes to allow all 214/315 carrier feeds to be in compliance with the DoD Implementation Conventions that are based on the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) Accredited Standards Committee (ASC) X12 version 004010 documentation.
16 May

installed

21 May 01

Maintenance 6.1
This release fixes numerous errors associated with DAAS QRS, WPS, GFM and WWX.
6 June

Maintenance 17
This release allows the FDBM to better make changes to reference table data 
2 July



GIP Purge
This release significantly improves GTN’s ability to remove outdated data from various databases and should increase some queries speed 
26 July

IR 2158
Query work associated with JECPO Maint
Not Available

Maintenance 16
Upgrades GFM feed to the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) Accredited Standards Committee (ASC) X12 version 004010 transaction
Not Available

Maintenance 18
Develops a new query in support of the Navy’s Supply Command and Transportation Command 
Not Available

We’ve been busy and we’re staying that way to bring you the best GTN has to offer!!!


Information Protection - Mobile Code...Chuck Boeckman
Do you ever wonder what is happening behind the scenes when you point your web browser to your favorite site?  If it has flashy graphics or lets you interact with it, chances are it uses some form of potentially dangerous software called mobile code.  Mobile code allows computers to do a lot of great things by moving pictures and data from a web server to your desktop.  When you click on a link, you tell the web-server to send all the data associated with that link.  The really fancy web pages send lots of information, which often include a computer program that downloads to your desktop and starts running.  Do you see the danger yet?  Someone can place a hostile piece of software on a web site and all it takes is your clicking on the link to move that code to your computer, infecting it. The mobile code that makes using the web a productive and entertaining experience can also serve as an open door to your computer for someone with bad intentions... and there’s not much limit to what they can get access to and do.  They can get passwords, copy or delete files, and read e-mail to name a few.  Is there any real defense against this?  Yes & No… Read on...

The web browser you use has a lot to do with how much protection you have.  Most web browsers come with a standard configuration that prevents mobile code from running on your system.  However if you modify the configuration you could be exposing yourself to risk from hostile mobile code.  This is especially true with Microsoft’s Internet Explorer, which is why it is not the browser in use at HQ USTRANSCOM.

At HQ USTRANSCOM, there has always been a policy that prevents unnecessary mobile code from entering the protected internal network, and now the Joint Staff has recently drafted new policy on the use of mobile code in DoD because of security concerns.  We’re working hard to protect computers and networks from the dangers of mobile code.


Exploring the Schedules Network

This is the second in a series of articles where we will focus on some of the more useful queries on a specific network.  If you would like some additional assistance with these queries please contact the GTN Outreach folks.
What kinds of information can I get from the GTN Schedules Network? The Schedules Network will return station workloads, specific Air Mission itineraries, MSC Ship Schedules, or Missions supporting specific operations.  An important note on Schedule queries, Always remember what “Status” selection you ask for.  If I ask for Last Known Status on a mission, I will usually get the last arrival leg.  If I ask for all missions “Actually Departed From”, I will only see those missions with an actual departure being reported.  This will make a difference how the data looks on the top level query return.

Here’s a list of commonly used queries.  Most of these queries use selections from the Qualify By picklist and leaving Mission Number as the selection under Look For.


Exploring the Schedules Network Cont.

1.)  You can look up Mission #’s just like on the Quick Query.  Select Mode = AIR.  Enter a portion of, or the entire 12 character AMC Mission # and select Last Known Status and then Submit the query.   This will return that particular mission’s Last Known Status.  Drill on the Mission # and you get the entire mission itinerary.  Drill on comments and see any specific requirements for that mission.

2.)  You know the Operation Exercise name.  Select Mode = AIR.  Leave Misson # as the Look For selection.  Select Operation/Exercise from the Qualify By  Picklist and enter the Operation name to the right of “=” sign.  Select Last Known Status or Last Known Status, Date Constrained and enter a date range and then Submit the query.  This will return the Last Known Status on those missions, which is usually an “arrival” event.  Drill on the Mission # to get the full Mission Itinerary.

3.)  You want to see all of the Missions arriving or departing from a location for today. Select Mode = AIR.  Leave Misson # as the Look For selection.  Leave Qualify By as NONE.  Select Status as “Arrive or Depart From”. Select your Location type and enter your location.  Enter your From and To date range and Submit the query.  This will return all of the missions arriving or departing that location within your range of dates.

4.)  You want to see all of the Ship Schedules for a date range. Select Mode = OCEAN.  Select MSC SHIP SCHEDULES from the Look For picklist and leave the “=” box as blank.  Select Last Known Status, Date Constrained and enter a date range and then Submit the query.  This will return all of the MSC Ship Schedules falling in your select date range.  You may drill on the individual ship names or drilling on REPORT ALL SHIPS will return all of the listed ships in a single report.  

An important point regarding Ocean Schedules: If you know that a shipment is on a particular ship and you want to see the Ship Schedule in GTN, you will only find those ships that were submitted from the MSC IC3 system.  If you go to the Cargo Network and run the Ship Name you will see all of the reported cargo on all ships,  not just those reported by IC3. The Bottom line is do not expect to see all Ship Schedules in the Schedules Network, you may need to check the Cargo Network as well.
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You Can Reach Us At...


GTN Home Page:


� HYPERLINK "https://www.gtn.transcom.mil" ��https://www.gtn.transcom.mil�


GTN PMO Site: � HYPERLINK "https://wwwgtnpmo.transcom.mil" ��https://wwwgtnpmo.transcom.mil�


GTN Information Web Site (New Feature):


� HYPERLINK "http://gtnpmo.transcom.mil/information/" ��http://gtnpmo.transcom.mil/information/�


GTN Training Site: � HYPERLINK "https://wwwgtnpmo.transcom.mil/gtntraining" ��https://wwwgtnpmo.transcom.mil/gtntraining�





Phone Numbers





Functional Requirements: DSN 779-1036


GTN User Accounts: DSN 779-1015


GTN Help Desk: 1-877-906-0246 or


                             DSN 576-6836 or


                           Comm (618) 256-6836


Email: helpdesk@gtn.scott.af.mil (unclass)


           Gtnhelp@transcom.smil.mil (Classified)





  








Mobile Code, Aghhhhh
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