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GTN for the 21st Century

(GTN 21)

Acquisition Update

NORTHROP GRUMMAN GETS $63.8M DATA TRANSPORT CONTRACT: Northrop Grumman Corp. won a $63.8 million contract for work aimed at giving the U.S.

Transportation Command a comprehensive overview of its sea, air and land missions, the Air Force said Thursday. The deal involves exercising an existing option for the initial operational capability of the so-called Global Transportation Network for the 21st century, the service said. The system being developed by Northrop Grumman's Information Technology unit, based in Reston, VA, will provide aggregated data for better decision-making by top officials and combat commanders, the Air Force added.  (Reuters -9/26)
To refresh many of you regarding why GTN 21 is being developed, we decided to rerun an article we recently published in this forum. The following extracts explain many of the new features.

“…GTN 21 is being developed to take advantage of new database design concepts and technology. GTN 21 will integrate transportation information that supports Commander-In-Chief Transportation (CINCTRANS) Command and Control (C2) mission requirement for planning, directing, and controlling operations of assigned forces pursuant to global transportation management. GTN 21 is the Transportation Domain for the Global Combat Support System (GCSS) Family of Systems. GTN 21 will provide aggregated information so that the Secretary of Defense, Combat Commanders, USTRANSCOM (to include its component commands), and other transportation information customers can plan, have visibility of, make decisions on, and execute the transportation mission. GTN 21 is being developed to allow USTRANSCOM to act in its capacity of single manager for global common-user air, land, and sea transportation.

GTN 21 will integrate information, from DOD and commercial automated transportation systems used in current transportation processes, to satisfy ITV and C2 information requirements in peace and war. GTN 21 will collect and display transportation information from selected source systems on a recurring basis.  The collected data will include supply, cargo, forces, passenger, and patient movement requirements; schedules with closure estimates and actual movements of airlift, air refueling, aero medical evacuation, and surface lift (land and sea); operation plan data; location and operational status of transportation assets, transportation infrastructure, and summary level financial information.”  


Web Architecture Migration (WAM)
New and Revised Features

On August 5, 2002, GTN migrated to new web architecture. This change provides many benefits to you and the best news is it is seamless. Please review the list below for a few known issues, added features, as well as the list of actions you may need to take when using GTN for the first time following this migration. 

As always, if you are having problems connecting to GTN or logging in, contact the GTN Help Desk. 

Here are some known issues we'd like to bring to your attention.

- Access Denied - If you receive a message denying you permission to GTN or stating that you don't have the proper access, please verify you are entering your login ID correctly. Login ID's are now case sensitive (all lower case).

- Query Results Bar Non-Functioning Buttons - Resizing GTN Query Results with Netscape 4.76 will cause the buttons to not function.

GTN users may need to take the following actions when using the 

upgraded GTN for the first time: 

- The bookmark for the GTN Home page remains the same, however all user bookmarks within GTN will have to be reestablished.

- With the first use, Windows 2000 users may have to clear cache to see all of the data.

Here are some features we’d like to bring to your attention.

- If a GTN session is inactive for one hour, it will automatically be logged off.

- There is no longer a limit on how many queries you can save.

- Saved Query and Alert names have been expanded to 50 characters.

- The "Channel Button" will no longer reset "Location" pick-list selections.

- Time entries will be set to "NA" when selecting "Last Known Status" in a query and in the "Information" box.

- GTN now fully supports the following browsers: Netscape 4.76 and 6.01 plus MS Internet Explorer 5.5. 

- When running a Lookup, you will now see 


"Executing Lookup, Please Wait".

- Users will now get a message when the Database connection is down, rather than a "400" error.

- Query Parameters will display along with the Run Time Clock.

- A Welcome page has been added which displays last logon and last unsuccessful logon attempt.

- A Run Time Clock displays while executing a Quick Query. 

- The "OK" button works on password changes.

- Up to 255 characters can be put in the comments section when emailing query results and scheduled query screens.

- Up to 25 email addresses can now be put in the Send To and CC positions.

- The "LOAD" button will now only return those saved queries in the active network.

- Users will now get a screen message when their account is locked.

- The locked account message appears after 3 consecutive failed login attempts, regardless of browser.

Vendor Intransit Visibility
Vendor Intransit Visibility (VITV) Phase II is a follow-on of the United States Transportation Command (USTRANSCOM) Direct Vendor Delivery (DVD) Prototype project.  The DVD Prototype began operation on 7 March 2000 giving a limited user community Intransit Visibility (ITV) of medical shipments from Bindley Western Drug Company (a Prime Pharmaceutical Vendor) to the U.S. Army Medical Material Distribution Center, Pirmasens, Germany.  This event followed an eight-month software development and test period that included combined efforts from USTRANSCOM, Bindley Western Drug Company, Emery Worldwide, Logistics Management Institute (LMI), Lockheed Martin Mission Systems (LM-MS), and the Joint Electronic Commerce Program Office (JECPO) and a number of other Government agencies.

The operating concept for VITV project Phase II is to transfer the capability developed in the prototype to the operational GTN.  Capability on the operational GTN will be enhanced to be flexible enough to handle the addition of new vendors and carriers.

The VITV Phase II project incorporates the features of GTN giving it the distinctive GTN "common look and feel."  VITV data and results sets will not be combined with the results of other cargo queries making it possible to search for specific VITV transportation information without having to interpret and separate the result sets.  In addition, the release also provides query manager functions as well as the opportunity to set and manage alerts and to notify the user of VITV events.

Passenger Query Results

Improvements to What You See…

Have you ever run a passenger query and seen 576 passengers reflected on a mission or duplicate names in the query results?  I’m pretty sure the answer is yes for those of you who are running queries in the passenger network or looking at schedules network query results.  I’m happy to report relief is on the horizon.  In the very near future and I’m hoping this means next month, you will not see these things anymore.  By correcting these issues and more, we will improve passenger intransit visibility (ITV).

The improvements are as follows:

- The locations and statuses shown on passenger queries will be more accurate.

- Passenger counts displayed on the air schedule query, as passengers will be linked to the correct missions.  This improvement in passenger ITV will be visible to both users utilizing the GTN Web application as well as customer systems. (It should be additionally noted that the correction of this problem should improve to some extent ULN closure for passengers in JOPES).

- The accuracy of passenger totals sent to JOPES via SMINT should improve, as more passengers are associated with the correct missions.



Outreach Visit Schedule

Coming to a Location Near You…

Since the last issue of the GTN Update, the Outreach Team has been busy.  We’ll mention more about that in the Spotlight segment, but we want to show you where we will be in the future through this venue and tell you 


how you can request a visit on-line too.

Here’s where we have been and are going to be for the next few months:
October

1-2...NDTA Forum, Greensboro, NC.

22…Air Mobility Operations Course, McGuire AFB, NJ.

28-29..Local GTN Class, Scott AFB, IL.

November

4-6…Ft. Bliss, TX.

5-8…USS Constellation Battle Grp Deployment Conf, San Diego, CA.

13-14..Asst Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Transportation Policy Staff, Washington D.C..

December

1-13…EUCOM/J4, Sttugart Germany.

17-19..MTMC Munitions Conference, Rock Island, IL.

Should you decide you would like to have the Outreach Team visit your location, you can initiate a Visit Request via a couple of ways.  One is to simply call or 
email us directly and we will get your request into the proper 

channels.  The other way to request a visit by the Outreach Team is to fill out a Visit Request electronically.  Simply go to the GTN Home Page (https://www.gtn.transcom.mil)

and click on  “Links” from the left side menu bar.  Locate the link to the “GTN Information Web Site” and select it.  You should immediately be sent to the GTN Information Web Site Home Page.  Once you are at this site, just locate the “Visit Request” tab, again on the left side menu bar and fill out the on-line request.  When you are finished, transmit the request and you will be contacted very shortly by one of the team members. 

It is that simple and you too may have your very own personalized GTN Training session for your unit.  Check it out!  

Commercial Carrier List

Continues to Grow

Expanded List…

Air

BAX Global (BNAF)

Emery Worldwide (EWCF)

DHL Worldwide Express (DHL)

Federal Express (FDE)

National Air Cargo (NACQ)

UPS (UPSN)

Pilot Air Freight (PAAF)

Airborne Express (AIRB)

(3PL) 

Eagle Global Logistics (EUSA)


Sea

American President Lines (APLS)

CSX Lines (CSXL)

Lykes Lines Limited (YKL)

Maersk-Sealand (MAEU)

Crowley Liner (CAMN)

Van Ommeren Shipping (VOSH)

Matson Navigation (MATS)

PO & Ned Lloyd (POCL)

Navieras (NAVA) 

(Small Ocean Carriers)

Alaska Cargo Transport (ALCT)

Waterman SS Corp (WATU)

Totem Ocean Trailers Express, Inc.  (TOTE)

Alaska Marine Lines (AKMR)

Caribe USA, Inc (CRBL)

Boyer Alaska Barge Line, Inc (BABU)

Philippines, Micronesia and Orient Navigation Co. 

(PMOU)

Eastern Car Liner, LTD (ECLR)

Trailer Bridge, Inc. (TRBR)

Central Gulf Lines (CEGL)

Sealift, Inc. (SLFI)

Transatlantic Lines, Iceland EHF. (TALC)

Transatlantic Lines LLC, 
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Greenwich, CT (TALS)

A Way to Move Inc. (AWTM)

Cargo Carriers LTD, White Plains NY (CGCD)

Alaska Cargo Transport (AKCT)

Genesis Forwarding SVCS Limited (GFSL)

American Ro/Ro (AROF)

South Sea (SSTU)

Columbus Lines (CLIW) 

Samson Tug & Barge (SSTB)

FESCO Agencies (FESO)

Target Shipping (TGSH)

Marine Transportation Service(MQTV)

KDS Shipping (KDSS)

Panalpina (PANA)

Moby Marine (MOBY)

Todd Maritime Shipping (TOMS)

Polynesia lines (POLY,PLLU

Motor

Mercer Transportation Co. (MCET)

Overnight Transportation Co. (OVNT)

Roadway Express (RDWY)

ABF Freight Systems (ABFS)

Baggett Transportation Co. (BAGT)

Consolidated Freightways (CFWY)

Tri-State Motor Co (TSMT)

Trism Specialized, Inc (TRIM)

Diablo (DIAB)

CI Whitten (WHTT)

Yellow Freight System (YFSY)

Landstar Ranger (LRGR)

American Road Lines (AIPA)

J.B. Hunt (HJBT)

Old Dominion Frt Lines (ODFL)

Green Valley Transportation Trans (GVTD)

Tech Leasing (TTLH)

CF Prime/Consolidated (CFPA)

TNT Redstar (RSEL)

Landstar Ligon (LIGS)

Mountain Valley (MTVL)

Carroll, Fulmer, and Co. (FCNL)

US Xpress (USXI)

Central Freight Lines (CENF)

Burlington Motor Carriers (BMTR)

Landstar Inway (LDWY)

Viking (VIKN)

R & R Trucking (RRUK)

Covenant Transport (CVEN)

CorTrans Logistics (COOG)
Rail

CSX Transportation (CSXT)

Union Pacific (UP)

Burlington Southern Santa Fe (BNSF)

Norfolk Southern Corp. (NS)

Kansas City Southern (KCS)

Canadian Pacific (CPRS)

Wisconsin Central System (WC)

Wisconsin & Southern Rail Co (WSOR)

Iowa Interstate Rail, Ltd (IAIS)

Lake State Railway Co. (LSRC)

Paducah & Louisville Rail, Inc. (PAL)

Total Experience One (TES1)

YOLO Shortline Rail Co. (YSLR)



Spotlight on the Customer
People We Meet in our Outreach Travels Who teach Us about the Tremendous Power of GTN

Since the last GTN Update we’ve had numerous encounters with users who amaze us at their adaptability and ingenuity.  Many have taught themselves how to use GTN and others may have attended Outreach Training.  Our hats go off to all of you.

Our first two spotlight locations just happened to be on opposite coasts, but supporting the same type of units.  We traveled to Norfolk, Virginia and San Diego, California where we conducted GTN training sessions for the USS Harry S. Truman Battle Group & the USS John C. Stennis Pre Deployment Conferences.  NAVTRANS continues to be one the “champions” of GTN capabilities and always makes GTN training a priority as the carrier battle groups prepare for deployment.  The students were very interested in understanding the queries being pushed from 

NAVTRANS during their deployments.

Next, We were off to the home of transportation in Ft. Eustis, Virginia.  Here, we had an opportunity to provide training to personnel from the Army Movement Control Teams (MCTs).  

The Movement Control Team is tasked with “pushing” the passengers and cargo from the POD onward.  This team consists of 10 Army 88N specialists.  GTN is an ideal tool for the MCT.  Visibility of what is inbound to the POD and the ability to track cargo and passengers is exactly what the MCT needs.  Many of the students had used GTN before. They were mostly interested in how to run specific queries and in the capabilities of Query Manager to schedule the queries and send automatic emails to others. GTN delivers on all of these requests. 

The Nation’s capitol provided a location for our next stop.  We conducted a few GTN training session with personnel from the Army’s

Logistics Operations Center and had an 

opportunity to brief individuals from Defense Information Services Agency. Once again, the ability to save, schedule, and email query results seemed to be a highlight for the sessions.  Also, many people are still running separate queries for locations and they are waiting for a query return before launching another.  REMEMBER, you can include multiple locations in the LOCATION data fields (read the HELP) and you can launch successive queries.  Your only limitation at this point is your PC and its virtual memory.

Our first trip to the Soldier, Biological, and Chemical Command in Natick, Massachusetts turned out to be a terrific stop.  There was a great mix of users in the classes. Item Managers, Supply Technicians, Transportation, and management staff all found great uses for GTN.  Of special interest, was the ability to track Document IDs and TCNs. They were especially pleased with tracking passenger movement associated with their daily “HOT” passengers and cargo requirements.

To everyone, thanks for the great support!!! 

GTN, Update
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You Can Reach Us At...





GTN Home Page:


� HYPERLINK "https://www.gtn.transcom.mil" ��https://www.gtn.transcom.mil�


GTN PMO Site: � HYPERLINK "http://wwwgtnpmo.transcom.mil" ��http://wwwgtnpmo.transcom.mil�


GTN Information Web Site:


� HYPERLINK "http://gtnpmo.transcom.mil/information/" ��http://gtnpmo.transcom.mil/information/�


GTN Training Site: � HYPERLINK "https://wwwgtnpmo.transcom.mil/gtntraining" ��https://wwwgtnpmo.transcom.mil/gtntraining�





Phone Numbers





Com Prefix (618) 229-XXXX





Functional Requirements: 


DSN 779-1036





Outreach Team:


DSN 779-1060





GTN User Accounts:


DSN 779-1015





GTN Help Desk: 


1-877-906-0246 or


DSN 576-6836 or


Com (618) 256-6836





Email:


 helpdesk@gtn.scott.af.mil (unclass)


Gtnhelp@transcom.smil.mil (Classified)
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