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Message of the Day

***GTN TRAINING***

The GTN Customer Support Center has become aware of the growing need for GTN
training by units with six or fewer personinel, and on an ‘on demand" basis. This
capatility exists at Scott AFB, IL and can be ananged by calling the GTN Outreach
Team at DSN 779-1060 or (515) 229-1080 or email at
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GTN 21 Update

GTN 21 source selection has been completed and Northrop Grumman was selected as the vendor for development of GTN 21.

How You Helped:
During November-December 2001 we conducted a survey of GTN users.  As a result of on-going wartime operations, GTN experienced a significant increase in the number of new users.  The objective was to gain a better understanding of the different ways subscribers use GTN and to identify improvements for the GTN of the future.  You provided invaluable information and insight that we have used to establish GTN 21 development priorities.    

In April, 2002 we posed questions to you that the vendors asked during the source selection process.  We collected your responses and passed them to the competing vendors.  The vendors wanted to know: 

- What one thing you would change with GTN - what would it be and why?

- What is the one ITV-related query you would like GTN to answer (and why GTN does not adequately answer this query now)?

- What is the one C2- related query you would like GTN to answer (and why GTN does not adequately answer this query now)? 

We Solicit Your Continued Support.

Now that Northrop Grumman has been selected, USTRANSCOM J3 will continue to seek user input during development.  Your involvement is critical to ensuring Northrop Grumman is attuned to the functional community needs as they prepare their development strategy and implementation of GTN 21.  

Please complete our short demographic questionnaire on-line at: 

http://gtnpmo.transcom.mil/information/FACSurvey/FACSurvey.htm
By taking just a few minutes to complete this questionnaire, you will help us point general and specific questions to the GTN user community to obtain clear and appropriate functional input.  

At the end of this questionnaire, please indicate if you wish to participate as a member of the GTN21 Functional Advisory Council.  The purpose of the Functional Advisory Council is to serve as the “voice of the GTN user.”  As a participant, you will be called on to answer specific questions,  which will influence GTN 21 development.  If you have questions regarding GTN 21 development, please call:           Lt Col Mel Holland at DSN 779-4667 or Com’l: 618 229-4667;


Sue Kennedy at DSN 779-1583 or Com’l 618 229-1583;

 Randy Heim at DSN 779.1864 or Com’l 618 229-1864; or

 Maureen Crooks at DSN 779-1616 or Com’l 618 229-1616.

Thank you in advance for your assistance.   
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New GTN Introductory Course (GTN-IC) Now Available

Initially fielded in 1997, the operational GTN system is designed to automatically collect Defense Transportation System (DTS) data from existing databases and transportation information systems, and integrate the data into a centralized database.  This centralized GTN database then provides In-Transit Visibility (ITV) for DTS information (i.e., identifies where people and goods are in the transportation pipeline).

In 2001, USTRANSCOM conducted a GTN user survey.  Results indicated that there were various user perceptions associated with GTN.  One challenge identified by the GTN user survey is the need for 

improved GTN education – to build a new culture of satisfied GTN users.

In response to the need for improved GTN education, USTRANSCOM tasked the Joint Deployment Training Center (JDTC) to develop a Web-based Introductory Course for GTN to insert into Professional Military Education (PME) curricula.  

The course is now fielded and available to you.  The course explains (to those not familiar with GTN) what GTN is, why GTN is important to you in your job, provides you with a basic familiarity with GTN, and introduces GTN windows and functionality.  

By accessing the GTN-IC on the web, you control your own learning – you can spend as much or as little time, as you deem appropriate, with GTN-IC!  

To checkout the GTN-IC course on the JDTC SIPRNET homepage visit <http://jto.eustis.army.smil.mil>   For detailed “how to” training, access the GTN schoolhouse, available at the GTN website (https://www.gtn.transcom.mil/).

GTN is a very important information source for DTS ITV.  The GTN-IC can provide GTN awareness and confidence to students who will either use GTN in their jobs or provide data to GTN through feeder systems.  

GTN in the News

The article copied below, appeared in the St Louis Post Dispatch on 2 January 2003:

Computers Track Supplies For Buildup In Persian Gulf

Pentagon Has Learned From Commercial Shippers

By Michael Shaw

Of the 40,000 containers - each as large as a tractor-trailer truck -- that the U.S. armed forces shipped to the Persian Gulf in prelude to the last gulf war, half had to be opened to determine their contents.

As forces now in the gulf prepare again for the possibility of war, and those elsewhere fight a war on terrorism, troops no longer need crowbars to find their supplies. So says the U.S. Transportation Command, the military's shipping service headquartered at Scott Air Force Base.

Now, commanders with nothing more than a personal computer and a dial-up modem can hunt down everything from Humvees to wrenches, and even personnel, traveling on ships or planes. 

"Our warfighters need to see what is in the supply pipeline that is headed their way," said Army Col. Don Hart, chief of logistics operations with the Transportation Command. "The greater the detail of information, the more they can influence the delivery for all types of shipments such as weapons, munitions, repair parts and food."


The military shipping tracking system is known as the Global Transportation Network and was designed by the Lockheed Martin aerospace company. It resembles those developed by commercial shippers.

An expert took a few minutes on a reporter's computer using a standard Internet Web browser to pull up a manifest for items and people arriving at Kandahar in Afghanistan.

Hart and others said the system is solving problems found in the 1990-91 war but also helps the military's efforts to reduce inventory costs. In the past decade, big business has reduced its inventory, a concept known as "just-in-time delivery," and the military has done likewise.

"Ultimately the government is saving money if it doesn't have the big warehouses and inventory," said Air Force Lt. Col. Mel Holland, chief of transportation requirements.

At any given moment, the system is tracking 4.5 million people or things.

But the military has to surpass industry when it comes to Internet security. Supposedly airtight systems have been cracked in 

the past, such as the infiltration last year of international conglomerate Vivendi Universal's shareholder voting system.

If anyone unfriendly to the United States could get inside the Global Transportation Network, that snoop could peek at where the supplies and personnel are headed.

It's out of the question, said Air Force Lt. Col. Jerry Martinez, chief of the Transportation Command's mobility systems division. Other federal agencies have put together teams of specialists who have tried but failed to crack into the network, he said.

In addition to the typical types of Internet security - firewalls, encryption and passwords - the military employs "guards" who patrol the system looking for irregularities.

So when Eric Fankhauser, a program manager at Lockheed Martin, set up his Global Transportation Network account to continuously run queries, he got a call from a cyberspace guard.

"They reached out and touched me," Fankhauser said. "They wanted to know what was going on with these queries."

Vendor Visibility

A recent software release has brought a new arena of visibility to the Global Transportation Network.  The project called “Vendor In-transit Visibility III” or VITV III, added the ability to track repair parts, subsistence 


commodities, medical surgical supplies and pharmaceuticals
that are being shipped direct from the vendor.  This capability allows you to see those items acquired directly from a commercial vendor and shipped to its final destination, with the possibility, that the shipment may never enter the Defense Transportation System.  

The vendors associated with this new capability include three companies associated with medical supplies and drugs: Allegiance Medical, Amerisource Bergen, and Owens and Minor.  One subsistence vendor:  WORNICK Corp and in the repair parts business there is Procurenet,  and multiple other companies sharing an internet based interface for data entry, an example of one of the suppliers is Komatsu America International.

The uniqueness of tracking an item being shipped directly from a vendor is there may not be a TCN associated with the shipment.  Instead, Commercial Product ID’s are used and may include the Universal Product Code, the Universal Product Number or the National Drug Code.  In addition, you can also use the Purchase Order Number, Vendor Contract Number or Catalog Number to trace vendor direct shipments.  These new data elements are in addition to the previous data search elements such as location, date, item description, requisition number, etc.  

(cont’d on next page)


Other than the additional identification data elements addressed on the previous page, the most significant difference in tracking direct vendor shipments is in the result outputs.  You will now see that a query may return an output that has up to three frames.  For example, if you queried for shipments arriving a location, and that location had a direct delivery from a vendor, you could get back an output with three frames.  One frame, the “Shippable Entity” frame displays those shipments arriving the location that have a TCN, the “Document” frame displays those shipments associated with a Bill of Lading or manifest, and the “Vendor Info” frame will contain shipments that do not have a TCN, such as medical shipments from a vendor.  Although very small, the picture below is a sample of this type of query return.

You are also able to customize this output by each frame or in total.  More details are available in GTN’s on-line “Schoolhouse” or the “Help” tab at the home page.  



If you are interested in an  Outreach Team visit to your location, you can initiate a Visit Request via a couple of ways.  One is to simply call or 
email us directly and we will get your request into the proper channels.  The other way to request an Outreach Team visit to your location is to fill out a Visit Request electronically.  Simply go 


to the GTN Home Page (https://www.gtn.transcom.mil)

and click on  “Links” from the left side menu bar.  Locate the link to the “GTN Information Web Site” and select it.  You should immediately be sent to the GTN Information Web Site Home Page.  Once you are at this site, just locate the “Visit Request” tab, again on the left side menu bar and fill out the on-line request.  When you are finished, transmit the request and you will be contacted very shortly by one of the team members. 

It is that simple and you too may have your very own personalized GTN Training session for your unit.  Check it out!  

Commercial Carrier List

Continues to Grow

Expanded List…

MOTOR

Mercer Transportation Co. (MCET)

Overnight Transportation Co. (OVNT)

Roadway Express (RDWY)

ABF Freight Systems (ABFS)

Baggett Transportation Co. (BAGT)

Consolidated Freightways (CFWY)

Tri-State Motor Co (TSMT)


MOTOR (cont’d)

Trism Specialized, Inc (TRIM)

Diablo (DIAB)

CI Whitten (WHTT)

Yellow Freight System (YFSY)

Landstar Ranger (LRGR)

American Road Lines (AIPA)

J.B. Hunt (HJBT)

Old Dominion Frt Lines (ODFL)

Green Valley Transportation Trans (GVTD)

Tech Leasing (TTLH)

CF Prime/Consolidated (CFPA)

TNT Redstar (RSEL)

Landstar Ligon (LIGS)

Mountain Valley (MTVL)

Carroll, Fulmer, and Co. (FCNL)

US Xpress (USXI)

Central Freight Lines (CENF)

Burlington Motor Carriers (BMTR)

Landstar Inway (LDWY)

Viking (VIKN)

R & R Trucking (RRUK)

Covenant Transport (CVEN)

CorTrans Logistics (COOG)

AIR

BAX Global (BNAF)

Emery Worldwide (EWCF)

DHL Worldwide Express (DHL)

Federal Express (FDE)

National Air Cargo (NACQ)

UPS (UPSN)

Pilot Air Freight (PAAF)

Airborne Express (AIRB)

3PL

Eagle Global Logistics (EUSA)  

RAIL

CSX Transportation (CSXT)

Union Pacific (UP)

Burlington Southern Santa Fe (BNSF)

Norfolk Southern Corp. (NS)


Rail(cont’d)

Kansas City Southern (KCS)

Canadian Pacific (CPRS)

Wisconsin Central System (WC)

Wisconsin & Southern Rail Co. (WSOR)

Iowa Interstate Rail, Ltd (IAIS)

Lake State Railway Co. (LSRC)

Paducah & Louisville Rail, Inc. (PAL)

Total Experience One (TES1)

YOLO Shortline Rail Co. (YSLR)

OCEAN

American President Lines (APLS)

CSX Lines (CSXL)

Lykes Lines Limited (YKL)

Maersk-Sealand (MAEU)

Crowley Liner (CAMN)

Van Ommeren Shipping (VOSH)

Matson Navigation (MATS)

PO & Ned Lloyd (POCL)

Navieras (NAVA)

Small Ocean Carriers

Alaska Cargo Transport (ALCT)

Waterman SS Corp (WATU)

Totem Ocean Trailers Express, Inc.  (TOTE)

Alaska Marine Lines (AKMR)

Caribe USA, Inc (CRBL)

Boyer Alaska Barge Line, Inc (BABU)

Philippines, Micronesia and Orient Navigation Co.  (PMOU)

Eastern Car Liner, LTD (ECLR)

Trailer Bridge, Inc. (TRBR)

Central Gulf Lines (CEGL)

Sealift, Inc. (SLFI)

Transatlantic Lines, Iceland EHF. (TALC)

Transatlantic Lines LLC, Greenwich, CT (TALS)

A Way to Move Inc. (AWTM)

Cargo Carriers LTD, White Plains NY (CGCD)

Small Ocean Carriers (Cont’d)

Alaska Cargo Transport (AKCT)

Genesis Forwarding SVCS Limited (GFSL)

American Ro/Ro (AROF)

South Sea (SSTU)

Columbus Lines (CLIW)

Samson Tug & Barge (SSTB)

FESCO Agencies (FESO)

Target Shipping (TGSH)

Marine Transportation Service (MQTV)

KDS Shipping (KDSS)

Panalpina (PANA)

Moby Marine (MOBY)

Todd Maritime Shipping (TOMS)

Polynesia lines (POLY,PLLU)

Outreach Goes Army

The Outreach team recently provided training at four Army posts and has experienced outstanding support.  The new technology training facilities at Fort Riley, Fort Drum, Fort Eustis, and Fort Stewart are impressive and have greatly enhanced the training experience for the soldiers.

The GTN training was conducted just prior to each unit’s deployment, greatly saving travel costs and maximizing the number of personnel that could be trained.  Way to go Army!
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You Can Reach Us At...





GTN Home Page:


� HYPERLINK "https://www.gtn.transcom.mil" ��https://www.gtn.transcom.mil�


GTN PMO Site: � HYPERLINK "https://wwwgtnpmo.transcom.mil" ��https://wwwgtnpmo.transcom.mil�


GTN Information Web Site:


� HYPERLINK "http://gtnpmo.transcom.mil/information/" ��http://gtnpmo.transcom.mil/information/�


GTN Training Site: � HYPERLINK "https://wwwgtnpmo.transcom.mil/gtntraining" ��https://wwwgtnpmo.transcom.mil/gtntraining�





Phone Numbers





Com Prefix (618) 229-XXXX





Functional Requirements: 


DSN 779-1036





Outreach Team:


DSN 779-1060





GTN User Accounts:


DSN 779-1015





GTN Help Desk: 


1-877-906-0246 or


DSN 576-6836 or


Com (618) 256-6836





Email:


 helpdesk@gtn.scott.af.mil (unclass)


Gtnhelp@transcom.smil.mil (Classified)
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